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This yearôs Holiday Social on 8 December was held at the Bran-
dywine Town Center.  The squadron provided the sandwiches, sal-
ads and beverages. Our members brought plenty of appetizers and 
desserts to share.  We had 31 people attend this year. We also had 
two potential new members ï John & Colleen Schleicher attend, 
they have joined us on the past two WSPS summer cruises. 
  
This yearôs activities included a white elephant exchange which we 
will have to do again! Thanks to Barbara Sharpless and Terry Butler 
for leading the event.  

 
The holidays are a difficult time of year to be away from home. We 
collected over 15 boxes which were delivered to the Wilmington 
Seamen Center. The donations were appreciated by the center and 
of course the seamen. Thanks to   everyone who participated. 
  
Thanks also to the members who helped decorate, pick up food & 

set up tables: 

Chris & Mark Atkinson, Leslie Brower, Bruce Wyngaard, Terry & 

Richard Butler, Bev & Bart Wilson, Carol Hanson, Dennis Wallace, 

John Ingram & Geri Walker.  

Gypsy 11 

Lt Betty Ingram, P 
Assemblies Chairperson  
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Hello Fellow Squadron Members, 
Good news! The Winter Soltis has passed and day-
light hours are getting longer! After a fun WSPS 
Christmas Social, we are looking forward to being together at Squad-
ron gatherings in coming months! 
The annual summer Cruise Committee met in December at Donna 
and Bill Zimmermanôs for a productive planning session! Additionally, 
we welcomed new members John and Colleen Schleicher to our 
boating club! 
Hopefully you had a chance to review the important email sent out to 
Squadron members in November. To recap, because of the decline 
in membership and challenges in recruiting new members, a market 
study was completed by ABC. The results, not surprising, found that 
USPS, who has been doing business the same way for 100 years, 
was viewed as being stogy and out of touch. Times have changed. 
Todayôs boaters are more diverse, with different interests and less 
time devoted to boating activities. Families are busier. Technology 
has changed entertainment and learning, with introductory boating 
courses found for free on the internet. The economic downturn a few 
years ago has had a lasting impact, and traditional baby-boomer 
boaters are aging out. Many boaters have not heard of the United 
States Power Squadrons or they get us mixed up with other organi-
zations. 
One of the recommendations implemented was to change the name 
to something people interested in boating could easily identify. USPS 
adopted the name USPS ñdoing business asò Americaôs Boating 
Club about two years ago. The name upgrade from USPS to Ameri-
caôs Boating Club has been reflected in our Lubberôs Line Newsletter 
and letterhead.  
In order to be consistent with branding, ABC is asking all squadrons 
to incorporate Americaôs Boating Club into their name., i.e., WSPS, 
doing business as Americaôs Club - Wilmington. Within the past year, 
over 30% of the squadrons in our District of 31 squadrons have add-
ed to their name, i.e., Americaôs Boating Club ï Annapolis, and 
Americaôs Boating Club - Baltimore, formerly Dundalk Power Squad-
ron. Other Squadrons in our District are in discussion/process re-
garding a ñdoing business asò name addition. This has been under 
discussion with our WSPS Executive Committee. No decision has 
been made to add to our name; however, if we were to add to our 
name ï what would best reflect who we are?  Americaôs Boating 
Club ï Wilmington is one option, but given that most of the members 
in our Squadron do not and would not boat out of the port of Wil-
mington, suggestions are welcome! 
District Commanderôs Conference calls occur monthly. and I will 
keep you up to date. 
Please let me know if you have any thoughts about this, and if you 
support and/or have suggestions for a name change. I appreciate the 
handful of responses I have received, two with suggested name 
changes, ABC ï Delaware, which is already taken by the Delaware 
River Squadron, and. ABC Upper Chesapeake Bay. This is your 
squadron, your boating club! We want to reflect your thoughts in any 
decisions made.  I am looking forward to seeing each of you at our 
monthly WSPS Socials!  


